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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Ken Ouchi, the applicants' agent, on February 25, 2005 and a faxed agreement 
signed by both applicants. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. Cancel claims 18-37. 

2. Replace claims 38-49 with the following claims: 

38. A computer user behavior modification method for avoiding computer viruses in 
an electronic messaging system with users wherein a list of users who activate a 
mock computer virus is created, comprising: 

sending a user a message with a mock computer virus; 

adding the user's identifier to the list of users who activate a mock 

computer virus when the user activates the mock computer virus; and 
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using the list of users who activate a mock computer virus to identify 
computer users whose behavior needs to be modified to avoid activating real 
computer viruses. 

39. The computer user behavior modification method for avoiding computer viruses 
of claim 38, wherein the mock computer virus displays a message to the user 
when the mock computer virus is activated. 

40. The computer user behavior modification method for avoiding computer viruses 
of claim 38, wherein the list of users who activate a mock computer virus is used 
to measure the behavior of computer users to avoid computer viruses. 

41 . The computer user behavior modification method for avoiding computer viruses 
of claim 38, wherein a user who did not activate the mock computer virus and is 
not on the list of users who activate a mock computer virus is rewarded. 

42. A method for creating a list of electronic message system users whose behavior 
may activate a computer virus in an electronic message system with users, 
comprising: 

sending a mock computer virus in an electronic message to a user; 

adding the user to the list of electronic message system users whose 
behavior may activate a computer virus when the user activates the mock virus; 
and 

using the list of electronic message users whose behavior may activate a 
computer virus to identify users whose behavior may activate a real computer 
virus. 
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43. The method for creating a list of electronic message system users whose 
behavior may activate a computer virus of claim 42, wherein the mock computer 
virus displays a message when a user activates the mock computer virus. 

44. The method for creating a list of electronic message system users whose 
behavior may activate a computer virus of claim 42, wherein the list of electronic 
message system users whose behavior may activate a computer virus is used to 
measure the behavior of users who may activate a real computer virus. 

45. The method for creating a list of electronic message system users whose 
behavior may activate a computer virus of claim 42, wherein a user who does not 
activate the mock computer virus and is not on the list of electronic message 
system users whose behavior may activate a computer virus is rewarded. 

46. A method for creating a list of electronic message system users who activate a 
mock computer virus in an electronic message system with users, comprising: 

sending an electronic message with a mock computer virus to a user; 

adding the user to the list of electronic message system users who 
activate a mock computer virus when the user activates the mock computer 
virus; and 

using the list of electronic message system users who activate a mock 
computer virus to identify users whose behavior may activate a real computer 
virus. 
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47. The method for creating a list of electronic message system users who activate a 
mock computer virus of claim 46, wherein the mock computer virus displays a 
message when the user activates the mock computer virus. 

48. The method for creating a list of electronic message system users who activate a 
mock computer virus of claim 46, wherein the list of electronic message system 
users who activate a mock computer virus is used to measure the behavior of 
users to activate computer viruses. 

49. . The method for creating a list of electronic message system users who activate a 
mock computer virus of claim 46, wherein a user who does not activate the mock 
computer virus and is not on the list of electronic message system users who 
activate a mock computer virus is rewarded. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The primary reasons for the allowance of the independent claims 38, 42 and 46 
are the inclusion of the following limitations that are not found in the prior art and they 
are uniquely distinct features. The closest prior art are Venkatraman et al. (6,014,688; 
hereinafter Venkatraman) and Donoho etal. (6,256,664 B1; hereinafter Donoho). 
Venkatraman discloses an E-mail message enhancement apparatus which is 
preferably implemented through a sequence of program instructions and achieved as 
attachments to e-mail message. Furthermore, Venkatraman discloses that in the E- 
mail message, attachments, header information including the E-mail address of the 
sender and the recipient, and executable embedded software are included. Donoho 
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discloses a method that allows information providers to broadcast information to a 
population of information consumers. The information may be targeted to those 
consumers who have a precisely formulated need for the information. However, these 
two arts, singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the following 
limitations: 

"Claim 38: using the list of users who activate a mock computer virus to identify 
computer users whose behavior needs to be modified to avoid activating real computer 
viruses." 

"Claim 42: adding the user to the list of electronic message system users whose 
behavior may activate a computer virus when the user activates the mock virus; 
and 

using the list of electronic message users whose behavior may activate a 
computer virus to identify users whose behavior may activate a real computer 
virus." 

"Claim 46: adding the user to the list of electronic message system users who 
activate a mock computer virus when the user activates the mock computer 
virus; and 

using the list of electronic message system users who activate a mock computer 
virus to identify users whose behavior may activate a real computer virus." 
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4. The dependent claims 39-41 , 43-45 and 47-49 are allowed because they were 
originally found to include a unique feature not found in the closest abovementioned art. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdulhakim Nobahar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3808. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Abdulhakim Nobahar 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 32 
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